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The Seattle native carved out a niche for herself in music from a young age, supporting herself singing 
commercial jingles back in the day, while being coached by renowned voice teacher George Peckham. 
Peckham became a significant mentor and helped her launch her career as a professional performer. 

Nolan has run the gamut of singing jobs, playing the lead in the 1975 ACT Theatre production of 
“Godspell,” singing the National Anthem for the Sonics at the Kingdome and eventually going out on the 
road as a singer, pianist and guitarist. She has “warmed up the room” at the Village Gate and the 
Metropolitan Room in New York City, was featured in a musical documentary at the Museum of Modern 
Art, and has performed close to home at ACT Theatre’s Bullitt Cabaret. 

She also performed with the late, great comedian and composer Steve Allen at Jazz Alley, after having 
recorded an album of his compositions. Allen called her “a wonderful jazz singer of particular interest” and 
a singer with “her own original style; thoughtful and emotional.” 

Throughout her career, she has performed extensively in the United States, Canada, Japan and Europe 
in both jazz clubs and on the musical theater stage. 

Nolan continues to sing at Northwest jazz festivals and perform her solo cabaret act on the road, in 
addition to her work as a private voice coach at her home in Langley. 

“I fell in love with jazz and immersed myself in new vocal and piano inspirations, where I found my own 
style and expression in ‘The Great American Songbook’ from the living room of my youth,” she said. 

Indeed, Nolan recorded a CD of “The Great American Songbook” titled “Nancy Nolan Sings,” and she is 
putting together a group of musicians to record her second CD. 

She is a singer who follows her bliss and, although her first Glee Club teacher reminded her more than 
once to: “Please tone it down and try to blend, Nancy,” Nolan said blending has never been in her nature. 
She is too passionate, as music had been conditioned into her soul from those very first days at the piano 
in the kitchen. That, she said, is what makes her performances more emotional. She’d rather sing with the 
passion she remembers sharing with her parents in her childhood, than with any “blend in” perfection. 

“Performing is communicating, offering a gift, telling your story and hopefully tapping into the very 
humanness we all share,” Nolan said. 

“At it’s best, it inspires us and takes us to a place in ourselves where we find truth and beauty.” 

Tickets cost $15. Call the box office at 221-8268 or 800-638-763. 

To find out more about her upcoming events, CDs and vocal coaching, visit www.nancynolan.com. 

 


